Generation of monoclonal antibodies to human lymphocyte cell surface antigens using insect cells expressing recombinant proteins.
We have expressed human CD40 and human B7 in insect cells using the baculovirus expression system and have used these insect cells to immunize mice for the generation of monoclonal antibodies. We demonstrate here that specific monoclonal antibodies to human CD40 and human B7 were obtained using this approach. One significant advantage of this method is that immunizing mice with insect cells did not evoke an immune response to human cells and, therefore, EBV-transformed human B cells could be used to screen for specific antibody production by the hybridoma clones.